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Duane Carleton’s‘American Boy’: Rocking Middle America

CD Review
By Art Edelstein ArtsCorrespondent

Duane Carleton from West Rutland waslast year’sTammiewinner in therock music category. In 2007 he
released “ OncelL ost, then Torn Down,” aspirited album of charged MiddleAmericamusic. That album had
some strong songsabout real people, showinglifein placeslikeVer mont and other rural areasoutsideof the
pop culturewonderlandsof New York and L osAngeles. Recently, wereceived “ American Boy,” Carleton’s
latest release. This12-song CD continueshisexploration of rock musicin thevein of John Mellencamp, Bob
Seger and Bruce Springsteen.

Carleton seemsto bechanneling theabove-mentioned trio of rock starsin thisvery listenablealbum. | would
also add thelikesof DuaneAllman and Dickey Bettstothe perfor mersCarleton hasincor porated into his
own sound. Both are Southern rock-guitar greats. Thisisboth aplusand aminus. It’sgreat to be compar ed
to someof the best rock musiciansthiscountry hasproduced, but it’salso hard to createa unique sound
when you sound so much like somany other performers.

“American Boy” continuesCarleton’sexploration of rock themesthat hoeto a sound that eschews
electronicaand other “ artificial” electric devicesfor thebasicrock quartet sound of guitar, keyboard, bass
and drums. Whileheplayselectric guitar and thereiselectronic keyboard and basson thisCD themusicis
fairly straightforward, abasic menu of melodic songslight on complicated chordal complexity. Hisvocalsvary
from the highly charged on “ Feel the Power” totheplaintiveon “ The Streetsof Jericho,” which alsofeatures
former Band keyboar d-wizard Garth Hudson on accor dion.

Theband hereissolid. Tim Lynch, Bob Van Dettaand Boyer on keyboar ds, bassand drumsrespectively do
afinejob. Carleton playsover 200 gigsayear so he hasalot of timeto honethe songson thisCD.

“American Boy” continueswith somelyricsthat praisesmall-town America, perhapsit’sthe“real America”
that Sarah Palin waspraisingin therecent presidential campaign. She might havedonebetter at the pollshad
Carleton and hisband opened for her speeches.

With titleslike* Feel The Power,” “ From aBroken Heart,” “Livingin aL onesomeTown,” “ Streetsof
Jericho” (isthat theVermont town?), “ American Boy,” “ TakeMeto Chelsea” (in Orange County?), “ Havin’
aGood TimeTonight,” “1n A Small Town,” “Rock and Roll Party Queen” and “ Goodbye Rosalie,” the
listener getsafinesampling of party songsand afew songswith mor e social content.

Thisalbum, whilegreat for dancingto, and technically and musically asgood asCar leton’spreviousalbum,
doesn’t quitecarry thewater of “OncelL ost, then Torn Down.” I'd liketo seethisfinemusician explore
lyrical themeswith moresubstanceon hisnext CD. Still, if you likemusicthat favorsMiddleAmericaand
Southernrock, albeit with aNew England flavor, thisalbumisworth alisten.
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